focused only on separate aspects of the subject, including density, areal distribution, and dynamics of gender and age structure of the population of the USSR, the demographic consequences of urbanization, population, location of the ethnic groups, class structure of the Soviet Ukraine, and state regulation of migration processes in the USSR. However, in the scientific literature the topic remains understudied. This enables us to continue working in this promising area.
Consequently, the focus of this article is placed on the anti-national population policy research in the USSR with the example of the titular nation of Ukraine during the 1960s-1970s, showing the artificial formation of the national-ethnic composition of the Ukrainian SSR, finding the consequences of inner migration processes in the delineated period, and the study of official statistics -Union censuses in 1959, 1970, and 1979 , which give us the opportunity to conduct a comparative analysis of population dynamics and areal distribution of Ukrainians in different regions of the republic.
In the late 1950s the growing number of Ukrainians almost ceased to "grow". The main reasons that led to this extremely negative demographic situation include: the Famine of 1932-1933 (Golodomor), Stalin's repressions, the scope of which is particularly striking when it comes to the fate of Ukrainians, the Second World War, the post-war famine effect of the "demographic death" (during famine and war millions of young Ukrainians, who did not give birth to offspring, were killed), migration and deportation, etc. In all European countries censuses were held in one to three years after the war, unlike in the Soviet Union, where they intended to neutralize the real population losses in the war years, and the first All-Union post-war census was held in 1959.
Since the All-Union census in 1926 to the All-Union census in 1959 the number of Ukrainians for 33 years has increased only by 1.5 million with the dynamics of growth of 4,1%, well below the 47,3% growth of the Ukrainian population in 1926 9 . By the 1960s, the number of Ukrainians had increased by more than 3 million people, but during the 1970s the increase was much lower -1.2 million people 10 . This is primarily due to the aggravation of the demographic situation in the USSR and a sharp decrease in the natural population growth in general. Another reason for this rapid growth is the number of representatives of other nationalities, especially Russians and Belarusians. From 1959 to 1970 the share of Ukrainians has increased by 9,7%, while Russians and Belarusians -by 28,7% and 32,6% . It should be also noted that during the 1960s-1970s the number of representatives of the titular nation of Ukraine increased only through natural growth of the population, while Russians and Belarusians -as a result of migration. Russians assimilated the Soviet population as a whole, and, consequently, there was a consistent increase in the proportion of Russians with a simultaneous decrease in the share of Ukrainians in the republic. In the years 1959-1969 the intensity of emigration of Russians to Ukraine amounted to 1.1 million people 12 . The representatives of the Russian nation were the second largest national group in Ukraine and lived mainly in urban areas. Thus, in 1959 the proportion of urban residents among them was 80,8% 13 . The largest numbers of Russians were recorded in Donetsk, Zaporizhzhia, Crimea, Luhansk, and Kharkiv regions and the city of Kiev. In Crimea at the beginning of the 1960s the Russian population was 3.2 times larger than the Ukrainian one, in the Transcarpathian and Chernivtsi regions they were the third largest national group -after Ukrainians and Hungarians and Ukrainian and Romanians 14 . Overall, the increase of Russians in Ukraine in the years 1959-1969 amounted to 56,7% of the total population of the republic 15 . Even in Chernihiv, Zhytomyr, and Rivne regions, dominated by Belarus, in Lviv and Volyn -Poles, and Odessa -Moldovans, Russians had more representatives than the ethnic groups mentioned above 16 . In 1970, at the time of "developed socialism" in the USSR, Ukrainians numbered 40.7 million people and Russians -129 million, the trend is clear: if in 1926 the Ukrainian and the Russian population increased almost proportionally (the Ukrainian population growth was marginally larger), from 1959 to 1970 the picture changed dramatically 17 . This situation was not the result of objective natural processes, but can be explained by internal and external policies of the Soviet state, which officially stimulated a change of the ratio of the Ukrainian and the Russian population in the country, and this, in turn, confirms the artificial formation of the national composition of Ukraine.
During absolute and relative number of Russians grew at a great pace, but still slower than the Ukrainian population. This situation is the result of inner migration and the large influx of labor to industrial areas of the republic 18 . In the certificates of the Central Committee of the Communist Party, the main direction of rural workers -from the West to the South 19 -was clearly defined. Considering the fact that more than 90% of the rural residents of Western Ukraine were Ukrainian, we can assume that they dominated among the newly arrived farmers in the southern region of the republic. Thus, according to the official figures of the Union census in 1959 the share of Ukrainians in the Odessa region was 55,8% of the total population of the region 20 , in 1970 -54,9%
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, and in 1979 -54,7% 22 . However, migration of residents from Ukrainian villages, especially young people, led to the depopulation and desolation of many Western villages and reduction of natality. Another negative consequence is that the majority of rural youth arriving in the cities quickly adapted to the Russified urban population, thus getting rid of provincial or private Ukrainian features. The perception of the Ukrainian language as a "rustic, uncultured, secondary language" forced many people to use Russian as a language of communication. The Soviet dissident I. Dziuba, analyzing the situation in the country, stated that due to active migration of peasants who spoke "good Ukrainian language", "had a chance to ukrainize the land", but "there was left no trace of Ukrainian-speaking environment" 23 . Head of the Department of Science and Culture of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Ukraine Iu. Kondufor (1958 Kondufor ( -1968 
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Pa p e r s changed their language to Russian and actively used it in everyday life 24 . In his judgment, the reason for such a regrettable situation was a certain inferiority complex felt by the Ukrainian-speaking students.
It should be also noted that because of the centralized, controlled from the city of Moscow, division of personnel in all Soviet republics, many Ukrainian experts were forced to work outside the country. Great Ukrainian movement contributed to the Resolution of the CM USSR and the CPSU "On the increase of grain production at the expense of the development of virgin and fallow lands" of 27 March 1954 and other decisions that led to organized recruitment and sending Ukrainians to arid zones of the eastern USSR 25 . Such resettlements were conducted primarily for political reasons and were aimed at making the people lose their national characteristics -language, culture, and so on.
To solve the issues of labor migration the state created a special department -the Department of Organized Recruitment of Workers and Migrations in the Republic of Moldova SSR, and locally -regional departments of employment of workers and relocation in the Executive Committee. Supporting institutions in this process were different companies, institutions, and Komsomol organizations. Ukrainian labor emigration mainly was directed at pioneering and industrial construction. This was accompanied by a large-scale propaganda campaign launched by the media, including the radio, the television, and the press 26 . Migrants were encouraged by privileges and the ability to earn more. Such prospects especially interested young families that had insufficient or unreliable means of securing family income. However, Ukrainian migration in underdeveloped and industrial regions outside the Ukrainian SSR was associated not only with material needs and difficult economic situation in the country, but also the party of patriotism, faith in ideals, and appeals of the CPSU-CPU to meet the needs of the Soviet people in food production. Overall, during the years [1954] [1955] [1956] [1957] [1958] [1959] Due to the absence of opportunities for preserving the national identity and satisfying national and cultural needs (national schools, the press or professional cultural institutions) all newcoming generations of Ukrainian workers were constantly Russificated and their children who were born outside the homeland mostly became "Russians", while the Ukrainian identity was preserved usually among persons born in Ukraine. Large scale labor migration flows contributed to an artificial Ukrainian leadership of Russians in the ethnic composition of the Ukrainian SSR and reducing the number of Ukrainians and this in its turn suppressed and led to the loss of national identity, belonging, spirituality, rapidly acceleratung linguistic and ethnic assimilation of Ukrainians.
While doing the research on the anti-national population policy in the Ukrainian SSR during the 1960s -1970s one needs to pay attention to the language issue included in the All-Union census questionnaires of the outlined period. According to the official census in 1959, the Russian language was called a native language by 10.3 million people (including 6.9 mln Russians and 2 mln Ukrainians), and in 1970 this figure reached 13.4 mln people (8.9 mln Russians and 3 mln Ukrainians) 28 . Unfortunately, the Ukrainian language was native only to the Poles, because during both censuses 68% of the nation called Ukrainian their native language, while the other nationalities tended to be Russified 29 . This is not surprising because the Russian language for many centuries was the state language, not subjected to harassment and was considered "promising", which is why it has not been the object of denationalization. The wish to speak Russian was caused primarily by its priority position: most books, journals, newspapers, and scientific literature were published in Russian. Learning Russian was more profitable and promising, it was easier to enter higher education institutions, perform military service, work in office, and make a career. This led to the spread of using the Russian language in everyday life and an increase in the number of Russian-speaking Ukrainians. The Ukrainian language dominated in Vinnytsia, Zhytomyr, Kirovohrad, Poltava, Sumy, Chernihiv, and Khmelnytsky regions, where it was spoken by 80% of the population (mainly in the rural regions) 30 . The Western Ukraine was mostly the Ukrainian-speaking part of the country. However, it is difficult to make accurate conclusions about the Ukrainian national identity of this period. In the census of 1959 citizens of the USSR determined their native language by answering the questions formulated as follows: "What language do you think is your mother lan- One should pay attention to the fact that an increase of mixed marriages played a great role in the process of the socio-demographic "splitting" of the Ukrainian people in the USSR. If in the beginning of the 20 th century only 3% of Ukrainians entered into mixed marriages, while in 1970 -about 20% 32 , and in the beginning of the 1960s in Ukraine 15,9% of the total number of marriages were mixed marriages 33 . They have become a successful method of changing the language and Ukrainian national structure, because children born in mixed marriages preferred a more "prestigious" ethnicity, choosing the nationality of a parent who had higher social, cultural or ethnic status in the society and in most cases considered themselves Russians or Russian-speaking Ukrainians. This situation contributed to assimilation and denationalization of the younger generation of Ukrainians and threatened the national future.
So, considering the above, one can make the conclusion that the Soviet leadership under the slogan of "prosperity and rapprochement between nations in the USSR", "formation of a new historical community" -the "Soviet people" carried out the policy of denationalization of Ukrainians. During the 1960s-1970s the USSR multicultural society based on Ukrainians, as a result of strong migration of Russians, gradually turned into two-nation society where the majority of Ukrainians coexisted with the continuously growing Russian minority. Migration processes continuing for a long time slowly but steadily changed the social structure of Ukraine.
The number of representatives of the Russian nation (as absolute and relative), continuously increased; the proportion of Russians in 1959 accounted for 16,9% of the total population of the USSR, while in 1970 this figure increased to 19,3%. Compared to other nations, Russians became a significant factor in assimilation and Russification of Ukraine's indigenous population and artificial formation of the national and ethnic composition.
The national policy of the Soviet ruling elite and power managed inner migration processes actually caused a process of depopulation of the Ukrainian nation. The main reasons that caused population losses of the Ukrainian ethnic group in the studied period include: the mass exodus of Ukrainians for the development of
